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WHAT IS A BOOK?

What is a book? How do we tell
stories? These are questions that
guided PAGE’s work during the
Magazine Makers’ session. Led by
Madison Middle School teacher
Amy Stemann, bookmaking expert
Lauren Ruttan, and 4 fabulous
college interns, girls learned how
to make a book “from scratch”
and explored how to tell stories
through different genre mediums 

Girls practiced creating a
variety of books both big
and small. To start, they
constructed several “mini
books” where they
completed short
assignments within four
genres; Narrative, Science
Writing, Poetry, and Oral
History. Next, they
combined the skills they
had learned to make a
larger book where they
could collect their mini
books and other projects.



GENRE EXPLORATION

Along with presenting PAGE
participants with the opportunity
to create books, another goal of
this session was to teach about
the many writing genres. During
Week One, girls explored four
genres including; Science, Poetry,
Narrative, and Oral History.
Exploring these genres would
help girls choose what genres
they would want to explore in
further detail during the next
two weeks. 

For instance, as an introduction
to narrative, students wrote
about their“Lives up to Middle
School” on a collaborative and
movement-oriented timeline,
noting stories about formative
life events    



SCIENTIFIC ILLUSTRATION

In week 2 and week 3, girls chose a
genre path to delve into more deeply.
Girls worked on scientific illustration
and descriptive informational writing
with college intern Jaq Reed. 

Girls learned by example by reading
scientific texts and viewing scientific
illustrations that Jaq had published in a
book during their undergraduate studies. 

The main project the girls worked on was drawing an organism they
selected from the natural surroundings around the middle school. 

They first made drawings of their organism by hand as can be seen
above. Girls learned about the value of details and how to accurately
sketch something that is ever-changing. They also explored how the
organism interacted with its environment. 



Next, girls turned their illustrations into professional presentation posters
where they included their original drawings plus information they had
researched independently.  

Above you can see a poster made of the Day Lily flower and below, a
poster of the Eastern Fence Lizard. Both of these are organisms that one
can find frequently around Western North Carolina.



NARRATIVE WRITING

With college intern Josie Fields, PAGE girls crafted narrative stories
through the theme of “Literally The Best Thing Ever”. Inspired by the
popular teen magazine “Rookie”, girls took something they loved deeply,
such as The Beatles, Disney’s Descendants, and horses, and weaved in
personal stories about how and why those things mean so much to them.
Below are some of the amazing stories written by girls this summer!



STORY KEEPERS

UNCA student and college intern Jo’el Longacre
loves preserving generational stories and
thinking about the impact they have on history.
In this genre exploration group, girls asked what
it meant to be an “Appalachian Girl”, explored
stories from prominent regional writers, and
interviewed community members. 

Girls learned about what it meant to conduct an
oral history interview and got to put those skills
into practice as they interviewed locals such as
Fatimah’ Shabazz (to the left), a fashion designer
with a love for art, and Donna Ray Norton
(below), an award-winning ballad singer.



POETRY

Adrianna Souto created a warm and

welcoming creative space with their

Poetry exploration group. In their

project group, girls read and wrote

poems of all kinds - turning the

books that they had made in the

beginning of the program, into a

scrapbook of ideas. In it, they

collected musings on the poems they

read together as a group - such as

those by George Ella Lyon and Frank

X. Walker. Girls also wrote poems of

their own, using what they had read

for inspiration. They showcased their

completed works at a poetry slam

and turned their written poems into

interactive digital projects!



Happy PAGE Summer!


